WHY | AM AN 
@®NARCHIST 


“Socialist papers have often a tendency to become mere 
annals of complaints about existing conditions...! thought, on 
the contrary, that a revolutionary paper must be, above all, a 
record of those symptoms which everywhere announce | 
coming of a new era, the germination of new forms of 
<5.) the growing revolt against antiquated 
institutions... 


“To make one feel sympathy with the throbbing of the 
human heart all over the world, with its revolt against age- 
long injustice, with its attempts at working out new forms of 
life,—this should be the chief duty of a revolutionary paper. It 
is \».- not despair, which makes successful revolutions.” 


—Peter Kropotkin, Memoirs of a Revolutionist 


“As feminists..we want © 90 8 eee 
=) we do not want just to change capitalism, nor just to 
change attitudes toward women, but also a change in attitude 
toward young people and the environment. We want to change 
patriarchy, in a historical and long-lasting transformation that 
is being created by the feminism we dream of. In the process 
of constructing organization — no bosses, no hierarchy — | 
speak for myself and don’t represent anybody... I’ve said it 
and I?ll say it again that. 2102 eco) en 
the CNT, but rather by our grandmothers, (iiiitioia 
beautiful school of anarchism.” 


-Julieta Paredes of Mujeres Creando 


This piece started out asa short 
exploration of my reasons for 
liking the term ‘anarchist’ for 

myself, so | can direct readers of 


this blog to a solid introduction. 


A.quick search on the Anarchist 
Library for “Why | Am An 
Anarchist” brings up scores of 
texts (and the keyword 
“introductory” brings up even 
more), and | have only surveyed a 
handful of them here. 


It morphed 

investigation of similar pieces 

written by a variety of historic 
and living anarchists. 


My goal is still to offer my story, but 
also to recognize how my wording, 
ideas, and dreams 

‘are bound up 

with those 

‘who have gone 

before me. 


Inher piece Why !Am An Anarchist, Voltarine De Clorye starts with a gesture at hor 


” 210th I —) intellectual hunger for ideas that would be true 


She describes her working-class 
childhood, her yearnings and longings 
for her peers and for herself, 


Her reclamation of her rebellious, Li 
1d, and pathologized , 
aeompesseverybt 274 


‘as much as hor intellect. 


Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin 
doesn’t engage in much 
philosophizing, but 


piece, Why 1Am An 
father connects his 
journey to anarchism to 
his fight for Black 
liberation and his 
evolution as a member 
of said fight- 


to the Black 
Liberation Army, 


to his international 
observations of the 


White there's a time and a place for argumentation, 
describing your own lived experience of searching and 
‘grappling with big questions in community can ground 
yu in the deep things that had to change within you. 


From reading these 
autobiographical stories, 
we can glimpse a few 
guidelines for reflecting 
‘on our own. 


Anarchism may not be the primary objective of The forces acting on us, from mundane 
‘your trajectory, but rather a stop on a larger Vielences to more extreme traumatic, 
journey. Most of us aren't just shopping for ‘oxperiences often facilitate changes in our 
ideologies, but rather want to got fro. perspective about oppression and how to 

dismantle it. 


When you'e ready, siting with this fora period Hopefully this can be a much biggor 
of tme and contemplating how oppression has process of investigation. 'm just one person, 
fatt in our bodies provides us with lots of 50 always seok out plenty of other voices. 
Important information, 


Why | Am An Anarchist: 


Eee SS He told me it was a system for government in 
eens ‘Which the Stato managed resources so 
political theory came 
eenl wes peeeliy ‘everyone could be equal, which sounds 
aeUea ence, good on paper, but has some issues. 
when | asked my dad 

‘what communism was. 
don't know how this 

‘question came about b 

was in the midst ofa ‘spy’ 

phase so my guess was 
that | oad about in 
reference to the Cold War. 


The biggest one, as he saw it, 
was that it could only work 
under a benevolent government, 


and where are you gonna 
get one of those? 


Total power corrupts the 
people who use it, so it was 
‘more or loss a pipe dream, 


This wos my fistintroduetion to hij deiseacaruce 
apitaiet realism th fooling that it ‘Gatto ott ion, 

is imagine the ond ofthe nototma andseemed fo 
‘world than the end of capitaliem, sbitosignoa 


Wie wasor sue 
ih Hel nat espite 


though of oure | 
dart have ovo 
word. 


When I was in middle school, my family raised funds and my parents took my 
sisters and | on a road trip to all fifty states to see the country 


Because my family iz American and racialized as 
White, began to experiance the Ounning-Krugor 
‘effect about.. humanity (This hasnt stopped, 


Conmerence 


This opened 
my eyes to 

privilege 

Wy | cormzcul 


difference, the 


me ower of 
oO 


‘community 
organizing 


‘Mypoors challenged me, but sto inepted me, that 
‘oo, fin my own it way top the wel, 


¥ core to my 
{| belief system, 
and even my 
identity. 


‘When my family returned and then moved 
across the country to a much smaller town, 


Rural 
quooritrans 
awakening 
unlocked, yayt 


I became a fan of politicians like 
Cortez and Sanders, 


began to 
fool super 

Isolated and 
alienated. 


$0 got enthralled with youth advocates and 
activists fighting for just transition to a Green 

Now Deal, public accountability of capitalist gun 

culture, economic and racial justice, and more. 


and needed to intensify their critique 
50 the systems of civil governance 

could do their job (it didn’t occur to 

‘me to ask what the job actually was). 


With my time alone, | researched 
politics, nonviolence, and socialism. 


(om es eS 
eo 


but noticed that it always seemed that at best 
they could only offer words of support to the 
protesters who were taking the real risks. 


{A this point, | felt that most people 
‘were not using the right words in 
places whore decisions wore made, 


(ess 


| alse became more and more concerned 
about rising fascism, and started calling 
‘myself an ant-fascist, hoping more 
Domoerats would do $0, too. 


ia® Y 


Eventually, | became disillusioned actions would always speak loud 


by this position and realized that 
while | still love the art of words, 


| saw it when AOC would go viral for calling 
‘out harassmont in her workplaces and my 
peers would only repost the video, 


and | saw this when I would buy So, | began looking for movements 


‘revolutionary merch’ and causes that would affect material 
and nothing actually changed, 


conditions under 
modern liberalism. 


Things started 
to shift for me 
after Iread 
books like Lies 
My Teacher 
Told Me, and A 
People’s 
History of the 
United States. 


wasting tax 
revenue on 
starting 
and 
prolonging 
wars and 
bailing out 
‘Wall Street, 


When | 
grasped the 
power of 
withholding 
labor from the 
economy, | 
rapidly became 
avague 
syndicalist, 
advocating for 
unionism. 


allowing 
corporate 
greed 
to guide 
their 
environ- 
mental 
policies, 


While still a 
progressive 
Social 
Democrat, 
saw the 
failings of the 
Democratic 
Party as 
selling out the 
labor 
movement, 


continuously 
only giving lip 
service to 
victims of 
racialized state 
terror in the 
form of police 
brutality, 
prison slavery, 
border 
enforcement, 
and the death 
penalty. 


cutting 
government 
programs 
and taxes 
on the 


I basically 

saw myself 
asa DSA- 
flavored 


(Democratic 
Socialists of 
America) 


Somewhere along the 
way | also became an 
extreme pacifis 


researching Rev. and regrettably... 

Dr. Martin Luther condemning 
black-bloc 
antifacists. 


because while | had an 

‘emotional urge to sympathize 

with physically opposing the 
Far Right, 


ethical reservations wand had realized ‘This uacce wasnadsbiay) 
rooted in my religion that they had to forme as I tried to 
coexisted. ‘oppose and understand the George 
eventually abolish Floyd Rebellion and other 
muridane andovert past revolutionary activities, 
cppreaiive though now | see those 
violences by any beret dead 
diversity-of-tactics position 
isan helpful 8 a messy, somewhat 
conservative scatfolding 


Reading about Dietrich 
Sonhooter, Robert F Wilioms, 
‘and Rosa Parks was an 
Important touchstone on my 
way out ofthis rigid thinking, 
‘because it showed that plenty 
‘of radical people understood 

my resorvations. 


This process of deconstructing this 
strict duty-driven ethical understanding 
of non-resistance as | understood it 


I doubt non-fluid 
nonviolence is 
even possible 
given the 


systems that 
outsource and 
Just as | doubt | believe abstract 


inthe same God as! did interpersonal 
in those years of pacifist violence 
zealotry, 


Howover,| know deeply that our means 

cannot be disentangled from our ends, and! 

‘want a peaceful collective future just as much 
‘as want an anti-racist, antifascist future. 


As long 98 oppression (ystomic or 
Imorpersonal) against creation (human and 
‘more-than-human) exists, bath lve and justice 
willinform how my heart responds. 


has paralleled my broader 
faith deconstruction. 


and our seeming 
inability to fully define 
lence, peace, or 
nonviolence. 


Abolition was my 
gateway drug. 


Lf Yes, We Mean Literally, 
BS Abolish the Police 


Aesavocsl® 
mt rne08ure 
To build a bay 
new world 
of honesty, 
survival, 
and hope. 


- e 7 
‘Anarchism was a Surely they were right. 
word I started:out Surely it was just a dusty, 

avoiding impotent old idea to be 


Reaecihol avoided because of its 


ciomanaresiee 
 danger.. 


misunderstood it. RES ae 


Or fh a 


lo-fr pole 


Oh, I'm not an anarchist, Anarchism had a piquancy But | like spicy 
Tih just an advocets of that | knew would seduce me i 
naetalanes aie Hates if didn’t quickly wash out my politics. 
‘routh with the bland, past- 
horizontal government due promises of liberalism. 
“oh no, | don't condone 
looting, | ust like the idea 
of direct democracy.» 


Goruuetity| 


_Itelears out the clutter of my Sometimes, | stil emphasize some parts 
justifications, capitulations, and of anarchism more than others depending 
half-measures. ‘on with whom I'm discussing it, but | have 

to admit an affinity for all of it rom 


pam (S tual aid... the" of revolt. 
puzcaa mutual aid... «to the “Jouissance" of revolt. 
= 


Anarchism is not solely a name 
for a utopian project or a tame 
rebranding of everyday life, 


finally believing 
in themselves- 


lamalso no 
longer patient 
with liberals, 
statists, and 
undeveloped 
reactivity. 


but the shakes and thrusts of countless 
caged beings breaking chains, 


or at least understanding that they are the 
‘ones they are waiting for. 


We are witnessing an ecological apocalypse, a pulling 

back of the veil covering the consequences of industrial 

capitalism, and our leaders do not seem to care because 
they can afford to live out their days comfortably. 


people, disabled people, and 
Indigenous people become the 
scapegoats for the falures of 


Our only I reject these 
alternatives to the alternatives, not 
liberatory path are [Jf because it sounds 

abject passivity nice or even 
ethical to do so, 


attaining 
the levers of 
destruction for 
ourselves. 


but because they 
do not create 
survival and 

thrivance for all, 


and I cannot be free so long 
as any soul remains unfree. 


know 

this especially A (‘ee 
asa mad, f 

genderqueer, Alice 


bisexual person- rely 5 Foe 
7 have i 


fim) es Bans 


bodily autonomy and the survival 
of all of my siblings must fall 


re attocted by colonialism, white 


Anarchism is a 
matter of living a 
free life, 


and destroying what 
destroys us. We dream as 
we fight. 


wr 


Now, | say with pride 
of my beloved, that is, 
anarchism at its best: 


lam an anarchist because anarchism 
doesn't restrain its critiques to solely 
oppressive institutions, but to hierarchy 
and oppression itself, and their 
respective logics and moralities. 


1am an anarchist because it makes 
my relationship to God, the Bible, 
and Christianity more beautiful 


1am an anarchist because 
anarchists have produced 
‘excellent art, film, poetry, prose, 
fiction, and comics, which 
communicate to me in ways 
monological propaganda cannot. 


lam an anarchist because | chase 
whatever appeals to my senses of 
justice, creativity, and puckishness. 


1am for anarchism because 

anarchists understand that 

creation and destruction are 
two ends of the same see-saw. 


| am an anarchist because we care 
for our political prisoners and mourn 
our comrades in the struggle. 


"G» 


am for anarchy because 
rather than pushing a line of 
false party unity or outsourcing 
our decisions to leaders, we 
are confronted with the need 
to deal with conflict in 
embodied, honest ways. 


WE OU 


\\ 
OR 


ns 


Nn 


1am an anarchist because we 
don’t wait for a punctuated 
moment of capitalized 
Revolution, but instead seek 
to build new worlds in the 
shell of this one with every 
action and relation. 


1am for anarchy because 
anarchists don’t condescend 
with charity, but instead live 
into our repressed instinctive 
disposition toward mutual aid 
asa pathway of survival. 


1am for anarchy because 

anarchism holds space for 
multiple conceptions of 

justice that center survivors. 


1am an anarchist because 
anarchism seeks the 

expropriation of not simply 

wealth, property, and means, 


1am for anarchy, because 
as Ursula K. LeGuin 
wrote, anarchists 


RSG “unbuild walls”. 


Iam an anarchist because since my 
youth I have always sought out the 
liberation of the youth, and one can 
hardly be a Youth Liberationist 
without also being anti-capitalist, 


lam an anarchist because 
anarchism is not named after a 
political theorist, but names 
something that has lurked within 
us since the dawn of time and 
emerges under countless names. 


1am an anarchist because 
as David Graeber said, 
anarchists don’t protest, 
but act and dare the 
authorities to stop them. 


1am an anarchist because 
anarchism is growing, 
expanding, and on the 
move, today and always. 


Footnote: 


1, would also go on to learn that Communism is actually a 
stateless, classless, moneyless society, and Marxism is only 
one of many theoretical paths to Communism with many 
branches. 


2. No political system is perfect! This expands upon my 
dream for Anarchism, but I’m sure my dream has flaws I 
cannot see, and I'm just as sure that even if it didn’t, the 
current anarchist movements have many issues and points 
worthy of critique. 


Further reading: 


* Why1Am An Anarchist. Lorenzo Kom’boa Ervin, 2017. 
+ Why1 Aman Anarchist. Louise Michel, 1896. 
+ Why1 Aman Anarchist, Voltairine de Cleyre, 1897. 


‘Memoirs of a Revolutionist, Peter Kropotkin, 1899, 

Quiet Rumors. Dark Star Collective, Editors, 2002. 
Capitalist Realism. Mark Fisher, 2009. 

A People’s History of the United States. Howard Zinn, 1980. 
‘The Dispossessed. Ursula K. Leguin, 1974, 

Life Without Law. Strangers In A Tangled Wilderness, 2013. 
Practical Anarchism. Scott Branson, 2022. 


